120     LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL.
the suggestion of something of the kind was made to him by one
of the two friends to whom he submitted some experimental stanzas.
This friend, he tells us, thought that ' some sort of prologue might
be necessary, to place the mind of the hearers in the situation to
understand and enjoy the poem, and recommended the adoption of
such quaint mottoes ad Spenser has used to announce the contents of
the chapters of the Faery Queen, such as—
"Babe's bloody hands may not be cleansed.
The face of golden Mean:
Her sisters two, Extremities,
Strive her to banish clean."'
'I entirely agreed/ Scott adds, 'with my friendly critic in the neces-
sity of having some sort of pitch-pipe, which might make readers
aware of the object, or rather the tone, of the publication. But
I doubted whether, in assuming the oracular style of Spenser's
mottoes, the interpreter might not be censured as the harder to be
understood of the two.' I therefore introduced the Old Minstrel, as an
appropriate prolocutor, by whom the Lay might be sung, or spoken,
and the introduction of whom betwixt the cantos might remind the
reader at intervals, of the time, place, and circumstances of the recita-
tion. This species of cadre: or frame, afterwards afforded the*poem
its name of " The Lay of the Last Minstrel.'"
Though Scott gives his friend credit for part of the suggestion,
the idea was not altogether new to him. He had figured himself as
a 'minstrel/ writing at the command of a noble patroness, in his
ballad of(Cadyow Castle' in the Border Minstrelsy:
'Yet still, of Cadyow's faded fame,
You bid me tell a minstrel tale,
And tune my harp, of Border frame,
On the wild banks of Evandale.
*Then, noble maid! at thy command,
Again the crumbled halls shall rise;
Lo! as on Evan's banks we stand,
The past returns—the present flies.'
. Similarly, the Lay, dealing with an imaginary incident in the
history of the Buccleuch family, was written at the command of the
Countess of Dalkeith. The relation of the old harper to the Duchess
was an image of Scott's own relation to his patroness. Under the
cloak of the Last of the Minstrels, Scott more than once in the

